INTRODUCTION

where it has been festering into the daylight of art.
The ghosts are laid and the avenging 'Lemures' become
the affectionate lemurs, until the book closes with a long
and reasoned apology for the pursuit of happiness, an
affirmation of the values of humanism. Placated and
placating, the soul of Palinurus drifts away; his body is
washed up on a favourite shore. The epilogue, a pastiche
of psycho-analytical jargon and Jungian exegesis, relieves
the tension while closely examining the background of
the myth. The index will help to identify quotations and
to suggest the themes and variations of the story.

As a signal of distress from one human being to another
The Unquiet Grave went unanswered, but the suffering
was alleviated. As a demonstration of the power of
words, however, of the obsessional impetus in an
aesthetic form to fulfil its destiny, the work was an
object-lesson. All grief, once made known to the mind,
can be cured by the mind, the manuscript proclaimed;
the human brain, once it is fully functioning, as in the
making of a poem, is outside time and place and immune
from sorrow. 'La pensee console de tout.' If The Un-
quiet Grave, therefore, should leave an impression of
being morbid and gloomy then its intention has not been
fulfilled.
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